ONWARDS
Head teacher’s report
It has certainly been another busy term and this edition of Onwards bears testament to
the vast range of activities and events the students and staff have once again been
involved in. The students are as ever enthusiastic, talented and generous with their time.
However they need the support of teachers in everything that they do and I would like to
thank the staff for their efforts which again go far beyond the call of duty!! None of these
out of hours activities could take place without the hard work and dedication of our
teachers. Thank you!! (Mrs Stratton)
Student and parent voice
Thank you for your continued contributions to our parent questionnaires. The results are
very useful and help us with our decisions about how the school develops. As ever the
response to homework is rather split. 54% of respondents feel that there is not enough
homework and 42% feel there is too much. There is a clear consensus about the choice
of healthy food on offer in the canteen with 64% of respondents feeling that the canteen
offers a wide choice of healthy food. Many parents feel that they do not know about the
canteen with children presumably taking packed lunches to school. Numbers of students
and staff using the canteen this year have increased dramatically and the quality of food
on offer has created interest across the community, many of you may have heard
discussions on Spire FM earlier this term. We have subsequently invited the presenters
for lunch and await their reply! We are planning to refurbish the kitchen and dining room
areas this summer.
More controversial was the suggestion that we send all correspondence to parents via e
mail with 65% of respondents agreeing and 31% not. We will continue to send parents
paper copies but will also send e mailed versions. (Mr Blundell)
It has been a real privilege to sit down with parents at Parents’ Evening to discuss some
of the issues which have been an ongoing focus for the school eg uniform issues and the
canteen. Also to talk through some of the more personal issues that they have
concerning school, such as their daughter’s progress or well-being. Some of the ideas
raised have been very helpful in informing school policy and we hope that parents will
continue to feel that they have several avenues of access to the school. (Mr Owen)
Disability equality scheme
The government has recently requested that all schools
establish a working group to monitor the schools response to
disability. The working group should consist of parents, students
and staff. I would like to ask if any parents would consider
making a contribution to this discussion. The government’s
definition of disability is rather broader than we might imagine
and reads as follows:

Summer Uniform
You may return to
school in your summer
skirt but remember the
rules on uniform:
? ?Summer kilts must
be of a decent
length
? ?No extremes of
“ A person is disabled if they have a mental or physical
fashion in hair
impairment which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect
styles or hair
on their ability to carry out normal day to day activities”.
accessories
(flowers etc.)
It is important that the school responds to the needs of parents
? ?No make up
students and staff to ensure that we have done all that is
? ?No excessive
practicable to support them with their disability and their access
jewellery
to the school’s services. The working group may include
? ?No ‘hoodies’
disabled people but also those who have an interest in disability ? ?No sling back
equality. Please contact Mr Blundell is you are interested in
shoes, flip flops or
working with these groups (Mr Blundell)
sandals
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ONWARDS
Citizenship Projects
It has been a busy month for citizenship projects at South Wilts. On March 6th a group of Year 8 and 9
students took part in a Youth Training session at the Arts Centre, designed to develop their ideas about
what it means to represent the views of others and to have the opportunity to discuss what young
people think about different issues. The favourite activity was probably the one which involved voting
with chocolate bars, and then eating them of course!
On March 10th months of preparation was finally tested when a group of twelve Year 8 and 9 students
plus two sixth form helpers met at the Magistrates’ Court in Southampton to take part in the local heat of
the Citizenship Foundation Mock Trial Competition. Preparations for the day included two visits into
school from a local magistrate and a visit to the courts to see some trials in action, plus a detailed study
of the case we had to present on the day. The case featured an accusation of cruelty to animals, which
we had to prosecute against the Vyne School from Basingstoke, and then defend against Cranbourne
Business and Enterprise College, also from Basingstoke.
The entire team were absolutely marvellous on the day and coped with the daunting prospect of
speaking as the only voice in a silent courtroom with real confidence. It is our first time taking part in this
event and we lost to a school with much more experience. The whole team were congratulated for their
performance and the judges made special mention of the exceptional performance of the first
prosecution lawyer in her cross-examination of the defence witness, and of the clear and reasoned
discussions of the three magistrates as they debated the verdicts with representatives from the other
school.
Everyone received a certificate, presented by the High Sheriff of Hampshire, and enjoyed the hospitality
of lunch provided for participants and their parents. We hope to take part again and perhaps extend our
participation to competitions for older pupils as well. (Mrs Stammers - PSD Coordinator)

Citizenship
Battlefields Trip
This was a great adventure for all concerned, whether following
in the footsteps of the 87th Division on the Somme or splashing
through the trenches and tunnels of Sanctuary Wood near
Ypres. It was a time for reflection - particularly at Tyne Cot
cemetery where so many thousands of young British and
Commonwealth soldiers are buried. On this trip we were able to
find the grave of a relative of one of our Year 10 students,
providing a personal connection with the events of the Great
War. But the Battlefields’ Expedition has always offered a range
of experiences – and these included a visit to the Medieval heart
of Bruges as well as frequent opportunities to taste the delights
of Belgian chocolate. (Mr Dennis)
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Student Voice Conference
In February South Wilts hosted the
first ever Student Voice Conference
organised by the Specialist Schools
Trust.
We were joined at the event by 4
other schools and the next meeting
will take place at Shaftesbury
School next month, when even more
schools will join in. (Mr Blundell)

ONWARDS
French Exchange
22nd-30th March
Late on Thursday 22nd March, 70 French visitors arrived for the return half of our French Exchange involving Year 10s and 12s from both Bishop’s and South Wilts. Both year groups had an extensive programme of varied activities, some based in school, some in Salisbury itself and some of the days were
spent in London, Bath and Portsmouth. As it is the 10th Anniversary of the exchange we were pleased
to welcome the head of Le Loquidy, Monsieur Rousset and one of his deputies, M Dauby for a brief visit
at the start of the week. They followed the French students as they took part in a visit to the Cathedral,
some workshops, a visit to the fire station and a talk on British schools. There was then a reception at
Bishops to mark the anniversary year. Once again, the exchange has been enjoyed by all who have
taken part. Many thanks to all who have helped out. (Mrs Jouahri)
Internet Safety
Along with other secondary schools in the area, we
have taken the decision to block access to all “socialnetworking” websites from school computers. Such
sites include Bebo, Myspace and Facebook.
We have done this for a number of reasons but
primarily because of increased concerns about
internet grooming of young people, and because of
the huge growth in "cyber-bullying". All of the social
networking sites have recently come under scrutiny
by child protection organisations, and all have real
weaknesses that haven't been fully addressed.
We are bringing this to the attention of parents
because of the concerns expressed by child support
charities, the police and other bodies over the nature
of the content that many young people post on to their
entries on such sites. Many young people have
themselves contacted antibullying charities because
of their feelings of powerlessness and anxiety over
derogatory material that has been posted about them.
We would urge all parents to monitor the internet use
of their children. Consider the long-term safety of your
child if you permit unsupervised access to the
internet. (Mr Parks)

Tesco Computer vouchers
If you shop at Tesco, then please help us to
collect the vouchers that are currently being
issued for school equipment. The vouchers
collected in 2005 and 2006 allowed us to
provide a highspecification PC for
Miss Hollowell’s art
room. (Mr Parks)
Good luck to Year 10
Year 10 have almost completed the work for
their GCSE ICT, taken a year early. They
have all worked very hard indeed over the past
two years, and have produced some
outstanding coursework projects.
The four teachers involved in teaching the
course wish them the very best of luck in the
written examination on Tuesday May 22nd. We
really couldn’t have asked for a more positive
response than that shown by the students in
the current Year 10. (Mr Parks)

Salters’ Chemistry Festival 2007
Wednesday 21st March
We, a team of four Year 8s, went to Southampton
University for the day to take part in the Salters’
Festival of Chemistry. We were competing against 19
other schools from across the South of England. In
the morning we took part in the Salters’ Challenge
and in the afternoon we took part in the University
Challenge. There was also an amazing
demonstration and lecture in which we learnt about
whizz bangs and liquid nitrogen. We had a really
great day, and in the end we won the University
Challenge, which meant £100 for the school’s
Chemistry Department and some very cool lime green
radios for us (and some extra goodies)! We are very
grateful to Mrs Wrighton for taking us to and from
Southampton and helping us along the way.
(Phoebe Walsh, Rebecca Bostock, Penny Mashford
and Jade Fawcett)
Salters’ Chemistry Festival
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ONWARDS
Comic Relief Comedy Evening
You could hear the laughter echoing out of South
Wilts main hall on Thursday 15th March as a group
of 9 girls and boys from the sixth form took to the
stage in aid of Comic Relief. Using sketches from
shows such as The Green Wing, Catherine Tate,
Monty Python and The Mitchells. The students
entertained an audience of around 80 for just
under two hours. The students really must be
applauded for their perfect comic timing, quick
costume changes and their amount of energy and
enthusiasm. With over 50 sketches they must
have been exhausted by the end of the evening
and they managed to keep the spirit of Comic
Relief at the centre of their performance. So a
Comic Relief Comedy Evening
huge congratulation to Sam Scott, Ruth Scott, Rob
Davies, Ollie Mallam, Claire Shuttleworth, Laura
German Theatre Company
Arrandale, Clare Daly and James Vaudrey, who
On Tuesday 13th March, Year 9 and those Year 10
managed to raise £452. Well done! (Miss Steele)
learning German were invited to watch the Onatti
Theatre Company’s production “Lese die
Zeichen” (Read the Signs), in the Main Hall. The
Red Nose Day
entire performance was spoken in German and
Red Nose Day was on 16th March was performed by two actors who took all of the
and, as always, South Wilts girls many parts.
managed to raise a lot of money.
Particular thanks to Sam Scott
The play itself was about a young girl in the
and friends who gave a great deal summer holidays. Like most teenage girls she liked
of their time to put on a comedy sketch show on
reading her horoscope. It told her she would meet
15th March (see main article) and also to 10W for
a young boy who would have a large impact on her
organising a cake sale. Some girls organised
love life. When next door’s grandson came to stay
sponsored silences or other events. A collection
for a few days, crazy plots started to unravel….
was made throughout the school and we will let
We really enjoyed watching this play as it was
you know in the next newsletter how much was
funny, exciting and educational. (Mrs Tallis)
raised overall. (Mrs Tallis, Miss Morland)
Charity News
The last couple of weeks of term have seen Easter fairs on 21 st March (7A) and 28th
March (8E) and of course there is the usual non-school uniform day on the final day
before the Easter holidays.
We will be supporting the Blue Peter Shoebiz Appeal for two weeks immediately after
the Easter break. If you have any old shoes/trainers/boots which are no longer required, please bring
them into school fastened together in pairs with a piece of string or an elastic band. They can be left
with Mrs Taylor in her office in the New Building during this period.
We feel we must also mention the brave challenges undertaken by two members of the South Wilts
community: Shu Kay Chan (Year 12) arranged to take part in a sponsored tandem sky dive on 25th
March and donated the proceeds to the school charity. And last but by no means least, Mr Blundell is
running in the Flora London Marathon to raise money for Naomi House. If parents would like to
sponsor him details are available on the school website. He will be clearly recognisable as he will be
wearing a purple Naomi House T-shirt and a SWGS kilt!!
Thanks again to everyone for your help and support. (Mrs Tallis & Miss Morland)
Friends of South Wilts Raffle
Thanks to all parents for their support in supplying prizes and buying tickets. C Butler won the first prize
of £300. (FOSWGS)
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ONWARDS
‘Printit’ - design competition
We have just heard that eleven Year 10 GCSE Graphics students have won certificates of merit in a
national competition run by the printing industry. The competition was named ‘Printit’ and the theme
centred on promotion of Fair Trade products. The girls worked in teams of two or three and each team
had to produce a range of materials. They designed a
collectable fruit sticker, sticker collector and t-shirt (right) all
aimed at increasing shoppers’ awareness of the Fair Trade
mark and the fruit that is available. The girls learnt lots about
Fair Trade, advertising and the printing industry in this
challenging project and worked very hard to produce final
designs of an excellent standard. The 11 girls to receive
certificates of merit have done particularly well considering
the complex nature of the competition. Well done! (Mrs
Staunton)
Art trip to Holland
Picture twenty-eight Year 13 Art students
and two Art staff, all wrapped in fleeces and
scarves and carrying huge suitcases,
setting off early on the morning of the 2nd
February bound for Amsterdam.
The aim of the trip was to visit the various
art galleries and museums in the Dutch city.
The Rijksmuseum, which houses the
Rembrandts and the Vermeers, was undergoing a major face lift. Consequently this
meant that only a section of this glorious
building was open to the public and
disappointingly only a limited number of Dutch paintings were able to be viewed. However the Van
Gogh Museum proved to be excellent value for money. The museum has grown in size and this year
we were able to see Van Gogh’s paintings, his sketches and his letters to his brother Theo. A separate
exhibition on the work of the Expressionists was also open. The trip has always been thoroughly
enjoyable and beneficial for improving the students’ knowledge of History of Art and this proved to be
so. (Miss Hollowell)
Joint History and German Berlin Trip
Over the half-term holiday (20th-23rd February) a group of 17 sixth
form students from SWGS and BWS visited Berlin. We started our
visit with an evening at Potsdamer Platz, the redeveloped heart of
the city and marvelled at the beautiful architecture of the Sony
Centre. The next morning we went to the “Reichstag”, the German
parliament buildings and walked up the glass dome designed by
Sir Norman Foster to enjoy wonderful views over the city. We also
visited the Holocaust Memorial, the Jewish Museum and
Checkpoint Charlie museum to discover more about the history of
the Jews in the Nazi period and some of the unusual methods used by people to escape over the
Berlin Wall between 1961 and 1989. On the next day we visited Sachsenhausen Concentration
Camp, which was the forerunner and model for many other camps throughout German-controlled
territories. Students were able to listen to individual audio guides which enabled them to reflect on
this experience. Our East German bus driver then gave us an excellent tour around the main sights
of the former East German capital before taking us to the Ku’damm, the Oxford Street of Berlin, for
some well-earned free time. On the final day we had a very memorable visit to the Memorial of
German Resistance before ascending the TV tower in Alexanderplatz, the showpiece of the former
Communist regime. During the evenings we sampled some of the multicultural food available in this
exciting city. All in all it was a really memorable trip and an enjoyable experience. (Mrs Tallis)
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ONWARDS
Young Enterprise
This year there has
only been one Young
Enterprise team.
Soirée has been very
successful selling high
quality gifts in school
and at various trade
fairs in the area
including Salisbury’s
Christmas market.
Many of them have
also taken the Young
Enterprise exam
recently. They have
adapted their products
for various events
throughout the year,
specialising in
pashminas and
handmade jewellery.
This term they have
sold personalised
knickers in school.
Their profits will be
going to a local
charity.

Industry Days Success
During Industry Days last year 5 Year 9 pupils (now in Year 10), Alison
Rogers, Jesselyn Verity, JJ Rushworth, Stephanie Biggs and Sarah Beckett,
worked on a task for "Crimebeat" to create a new image. Crimebeat works
with young people to create safer communities.
The group's designs were so good that they have been chosen to represent
the New Face of Crimebeat. Their posters and bookmarks have been
professionally printed and will shortly be circulating in schools and libraries
throughout Wiltshire. They attended a presentation this week - at Salisbury
Courts, hosted by Judge Cutler - where they were congratulated on their very
professional designs. (Mrs Moody)
On Monday 19th March we were invited to Salisbury Law Courts for the launch
party of the New Face of Crimebeat, which had been designed by us. We
were greeted by Tracey Howell, the co-ordinator and Geraldine Wimble, the
High Sheriff of Wiltshire. After much handshaking and a warm welcome we
saw the finished product
of all our hard work. After
a short presentation in
which we explained the
ideas behind the design,
there was time for a spot
of lunch (very impressed
to see that all the plates
and napkins took on the
design of our poster). We
had a great day and it
was all for a worthy
cause. (Jesselyn Verity)

Music Department
This term we have been delighted to welcome Nathan Smith, a PGCE student from Southampton
University, to work with us in the Music Department. He has made an excellent and enthusiastic
contribution to the department within the classroom and in extra-curricular activities.
Our students have been very busy as ever, with older ones preparing for and giving their GCSE, AS
and A2 recitals as part of their exams. Lunch-time concerts have continued successfully with
performances of a wide variety of music. Many students also took part and received very positive and
encouraging adjudications in the Salisbury Young People’s Festival of Music and Drama. (Mrs
Poppleton)
Forthcoming Events:
Thursday 19th
5.30pm
April

Salisbury
Cathedral

A Cappella sings Evensong

Saturday 5th May 7.30pm

BWS
Senior Choir joins BWS Choir to give a Choral Concert
Sports Hall with an invited orchestra to include Parry’s I Was Glad and
Blest Pair of Sirens and Purcell’s Te Deum as well as
items from the individual choirs.

Tuesday 15th
May

Music Dept Guitar Ensemble Concert
P1

7.30pm

Saturday 7th July 7.30pm

St Martin’s A Cappella takes part in a concert with St. John Singers to
Church
include Karl Jenkins’ Requiem and Faure’s Requiem.
Open
House

Date to be announced. This event will feature the Junior
and Junior Chamber Choirs and solos from younger
members of the school.
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Instrumental Groups' Concert Tuesday 21st March
This was another stunning show of the talents of our pupils. The training orchestra, brass ensemble and
guitar group entertained us all with some lovely melodies and skilful playing. There were amazing solo
performances from our leavers in the form of concertos and chamber ensembles. The two string
quartets, who recently did extremely well in the Salisbury Festival for young musicians, played
beautifully and with awareness of their fellow musicians. The chamber orchestra, senior orchestra and
wind band were super. We all enjoyed singing along to `Land of Hope and Glory' with great gusto. `Well
done' to everybody who was involved in some way, shape or form and all the best to the students who
face examinations in the next few weeks. We really appreciate the time and effort given to extracurricular music whilst you have been at South Wilts and hope that you have enjoyed being involved in
all the many concerts which have taken place in that time. Lastly, thank you to the staff involved in
direction of the instrumental groups participating on this night. (Mrs Timperley)
Salisbury and District Schools Hockey
Tournaments 2007
U14 – 6th February 2007
The U14 squad finished off an excellent season
by winning all matches at the Salisbury
tournament very convincingly. The girls have
made excellent progress throughout the year and
deserved their hard-fought 6th place at the West
of England tournament back in November.
Congratulations to Kirsty Ballard, Holly Angel,
Aine Tiernan, Emily Brown (Captain), Jenny
Spring, Rebecca Belcourt-Weir, Lydia Griffiths,
Maddie Hancock, Hannah Gidney-Bullard, Katie
Hoddinott, Karina Roche, Issy Grigg & Amy
Rochford.
U16 – 13th February 2007
The U16 tournament was of a more even
standard than in previous years which made for a
very competitive end to the season. The girls
drew to Godolphin and beat St. Edmunds but
finished in 2nd place on goal difference. Well
done.
U12 – 20th February 2007
This has been a great season where so many of
the girls have made excellent improvement in
their skills. In the pool matches South Wilts A
won all matches convincingly to head straight to
the final. In the other pool South Wilts B drew or
won all matches, but came 2nd on goal difference
to Godolphin A. They therefore went into the 3rd
and 4th play off against Godolphin B, winning, so
therefore placed 3rd in Salisbury. Well done to
Jenny Cosens, Abbi Pownall-Gray, Ellie PownallGray, Laura Tomlin, Florence Powell (Captain),
Meg Dickson & Heather Baker.
Unfortunately the final between South Wilts A
and Godolphin A resulted in a 1-1 draw and no
extra time to decide a winner! Therefore the final
will be replayed on Thursday 19th April to
establish the Salisbury champion. Look out in the
next newsletter for the result! (Miss Salen)

1000 Club Winners
Dec 06
1st
2nd
3rd
Jan 07
1st
2nd
3rd
Feb 07
1st
2nd
3rd

No 88
No 200
No 23

Mrs L Cullen
Mrs C Davie
M P Crange

£80
£45
£30

No 59
No 204
No 192

Mrs Nicky Chesworth
JG & C Thomas
W T Peters

£80
£45
£30

No 358
No 280
No 177

Mrs Ann Greaves
Mr Paul Ware
Mrs D Musgrove

£80
£45
£30

Netball - What a season!
U12 A
Team

Winners of Salisbury & District
Tournament & League

U12 B
Team

Winners of Salisbury & District B
League

U13
Team

Winners of Salisbury & District League
& Tournament runners up

U14
Team

Winners of Salisbury & District
Tournament & League

U15
Team

Winners of Salisbury & District
Tournament

U16
Team

Winners of Salisbury & District
Tournament

U18
Team

Runners up at Salisbury & District
Tournament
Interform Hockey 2007

Plenty of good competitive play between form
groups again this year, so well done to all girls who
took part. Here are the results!
Year 7
1st – 7N
2nd – 7B
3rd – 7E
4th - 7N
7

Year 8
1st – 8A
2nd – 8N
3rd – 8B
4th – 8E

Year 9
1st – 9E
2nd – 9A
3rd – 9B
4th – 9N

ONWARDS
Challenge Jean Hetto
I have recently been selected to represent South West
England at basketball at the Challenge Jean Hetto in
Heffingen, Luxembourg. The tournament is from the 7th
to the 8th of April, and it is the first time any of the
England teams have entered this tournament. The team
will travel to Europe via the Channel Tunnel on the 5th
April. We will be playing two friendly games prior to the event. We return on
the evening of the 9th, after playing other national teams.
I have played basketball since I was 12 years old and I have Mrs Godber to
thank for introducing it to the school, otherwise I would never have had the
opportunity to play the sport which I have learned to excel at.
For years I have strived to improve the level I play at. I gradually went from just
playing for school, to representing Wiltshire and eventually to playing in the
National League with my team Wiltshire Demons.
I am so happy to have finally been selected for the South West, and
hopefully one day I may represent my country. (Storm Kirkham 11W)

Gold D of E Awards
Rosie Jackson, Emma
Shepherd and Catherine
Webb (all Year 13) have
achieved their Gold
Award this term. This
reflects real
determination and
commitment to reach
this stage while still at
school. They are to be
awarded their badges in
assembly and await an
invitation to St James
Palace to receive their
certificates from the
Duke himself. (Mrs
Herbert)

School Uniform Shop - Easter Opening Times
The school uniform shop will be open on the following dates and times:
Tuesday 10th April 8.30 - 11am
Thursday 12th April
11.30 - 2pm
The uniform shop will also be open between 5.30 - 7.30 pm during the evening of the Year 10 Parents'
Consultation Evening on Thursday 19th April.
Our Day Out- 25th and 26th April
Tickets on sale now!!!
The junior school production ‘Our Day Out,’ is nearly ready for your viewing! Students have been
working very hard since January to stage a play which centres around a school trip to Conwy in Wales.
Mrs. Kay teaches a remedial class for illiterate children, called “The Progress Class." The whole class,
including Digga and Reilly (the class bullies) are taken on a coach trip. Although planned originally as a
trip to the castle, they also end up going to the zoo, beach and fairground. Mrs. Kay and her helpers,
Susan and Colin, are all very kindly, but have little hope for the children. Mr. Briggs (apparently the
Deputy Head Teacher) is a stark contrast to Mrs. Kay, thinking that the children are spoilt and that they
don't work hard enough. The story is partly a celebration of the highs and lows of growing up, being
teenagers and free from school. But by the end it becomes darker and unexpected. These no-hopers
are reminded of their depressing current situation and even bleaker future leading to the stark
realization that a day out is about as much as they can expect.
Performances of this touching and sensitive play are on 25th and 26th April starting at 7:00pm in the
main hall. Tickets are now on sale and can be purchased from Mrs Wood in the library at £5.00 for
adults and £3.50 for students. Simply fill in the form below indicating both the number of tickets and
which night you would like to attend.
Come and join in the highs and lows which are ‘Our Day Out.’ (Miss Steele)
?- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - Our Day Out- 25th and 26th April
I would like:
………………….. Adult tickets @ £5.00
………………….. Student tickets @ £3.50
? Wednesday 25th April
? Thursday 26th April
I enclose cash/ cheque (made payable to SWGS) as payment.
Daughter’s name…………………………………….

for

Form ……………………...
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